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protests of the Bishops and clergy, are yet in a far more respectable .and independent position than the Roman Churches. Those amongst us who maintain the highest principles on the spiritual jurisdiction of the Church, have reason to feel thankful, that we have not yet fallen to the level of the Church of Rome.
SUPREMACY PAPAL. The Fourth Lateran Council, in the year 1215, is the first of those called general, which recognized the authority of the Roman See as supreme over the Church. In the fifth canon the Roman Church is said to have " a principality of power over all others, as the mother and mistress of all Christian believers;" and all other Patriarchs are required to receive their palls from the Roman Pontiff. The titles of Universal Pope and Universal Patriarch, first used by the Bishops of Constantinople, and afterwards applied indifferently to the Bishops of Rome and Constantinople, as appears by the letters of the Emperor Constantine Pogonatus, in Labbe and Cossart, vol. vi. pp. 593, 599, were titles of honour, and did not imply universal jurisdiction. There was no allusion to it in any former general council; so that up to 1215, it was free for a man to think how he pleased concerning it. And not only were men free to deny the Papal supremacy, they were bound to resist and reject it, in all places where it could not be proved to have been from the beginning. For so it was decreed by the third general council which was assembled at Ephesus, A.D. 431, "that none of the Bishops, most beloved of GOD, do assume any other province that is not, and was not formerly, and from the beginning, subject to him, or those who were his predecessors. But if any have assumed any Church, that he be forced to restore it, that so the Canons of the Fathers be not transgressed, nor worldly pride be introduced under the mask of this sacred function. The holy general synod hath therefore decreed, that the rights of every province, formerly, and from the beginning, belonging to it, be preserved clear and inviolable." This decree was passed on the occasion of an attempt by the Patriarch of Antioch to usurp authority over the Churches of the island of Cyprus, which had not been formerly under his jurisdiction, and is worthy of notice to the members of the Churches of England arid